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fall Chinook salmon continue to spawn in high numbers below Hells Canyon Dam in
temperature conditions that are warmer than those adopted in the site-specific standard, EPA is
required within 60 days of submission to advise the State that its standards comply with the
CWA, or within 90 days of submission provide the State with an explanation of what changes
are necessary to comply with the CWA.

Under the statutorily prescribed timeframe, EPA Region 10 was required to either approve the
site-specific standard by August 7, 2012 or provide an explanation of necessary changes to Idaho
by September 6, 2012. In the nearly 2,000 days that have passed since submittal, EPA Region 10
has done neither. Idaho requests that EPA advise the State that the site-specific standards comply
with the requirements of the CWA so that it can become effective immediately.

Thank you for your timely consideration.

As Always - Idaho, “Esto Perpetua”

P LS

C.L. “Butch” Otter
Governor of Idaho

cc! Chris Hladick, EPA Region 10 Administrator
Senator James E. Risch
Senator Mike Crapo
Congressman Mike Simpson
Congressman Raul Labrador
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The Honorable C.L. Butch Otter | ;
Governor of Idaho 5 ! |
State Capitol ’ :
Boise, Idaho 83720

Dear Governor Qtter:

Thank you for your letter dated December 4, 2017, to Mr. Scott Pruitt, Administrator for the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. We appreciate you taking the time to write to us about the water
temperature standard for the Hells Canyon Reach of the Snake River. Administrator Pruitt has asked that
I respond to you on his behalf.

As you note, on June 8, 2012, the state of Idaho submitted a site-specific water temperature standard for
the Hells Canyon Reach to the EPA for review and action under the Clean Water Act. During the time of
Idaho’s rulemaking and subsequent submittal of the site-specific temperature standard to the EPA, there
were and continue to be discussions regarding the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission re-licensing
of the Idaho Power Company’s Hells Canyon Complex. The EPA and Idaho have participated in those
discussions for many years together with several other state, federal, and tribal partners. Since 2012, the
Idaho Power Company developed the Snake River Stewardship Program as part of the FERC re-
licensing process.

The SRSP is an innovative water quality and habitat restoration program that is designed, in part, to
provide for attainment of the current temperature standards in Oregon and Idaho, as well as meet other
objectives of the parties involved in the re-licensing. Both Idaho and Oregon issued draft CWA 401
certifications in December 2016, which included the SRSP as a means to comply with the current
temperature standards. We understand that the states are targeting the end of May or early June for
concurrently issuing revised draft 401 certifications that will take into account updated information
submitted by Idaho Power.

The EPA has prioritized working with Idaho and Oregon to finalize the CWA 401 certifications and is
supportive of the significant progress being made. The EPA has not yet taken action on Idaho’s site-
specific temperature standard and instead is focusing its efforts on coordination with your Department of
Environmental Quality and others in order to resolve the last details regarding the re-licensing, notably
including ensuring that the measures to address thermal impacts will be sufficient to allow the states to
certify that their temperature standards can be met. As the new Region 10 Administrator, I have
followed up with the IDEQ Director John Tippets and other interested entities to discuss the standard
and the most constructive path forward that will allow for the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s
re-licensing of the Idaho Power Company’s Hells Canyon Complex. I will maintain regular
communication with Director Tippets as we continue these priority efforts.



